
Enquiries to YPAP Co-ordinator 
Ph: 03-5275 1158 
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YOUNG PARENTS ACCESS PROGRAM 
Aim 

 
Young Parents Access Program (YPAP) aims to support young and expecting parents in 
continuing their education, through the provision of childcare located onsite and the employment 
of Parent Support Workers.     
The Parent Support Workers at the College aim to support and empower individuals to improve 
both their and their children’s life experiences and ultimately their futures. They provide 
intensive support and case management to student parents.  
 
 

 
Students having time out with their children during lunch break. 

 
 
 
Principles Underlying the Program 
 

·  All students have the right to develop at school the knowledge, skills and attitudes to 
function successfully in life beyond school, to access further education and training and to 
secure rewarding and worthwhile employment.  

·  Pregnant students have the right to expect that school and systemic requirements will be 
flexible and responsive to their changing circumstances.  

·  Pregnant students and young parents have the right to a safe and supportive environment, 
free from harassment and discrimination. 
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History 
 

Historically, Corio Bay Senior College (CBSC) has been supporting young parents within the 
school with a modified Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE). The program included; welfare 
support, transport assistance, flexible attendance arrangements, change and breast feeding 
facilities, and links into other childcare supports. Although CBSC had been supportive of 
pregnant women and young parents, students were finding it difficult to remain at school, due to 
lack of affordable, accessible childcare.  As an interim measure to address this identified need a 
family day care model was commenced in 2003.  This allowed time for the first stage of a 
purpose built Childcare Centre to become registered and equipped.    
The Department of Education and Community Support Fund provided funding for the purpose 
built Childcare Centre. The Department of Human Services contributed funds to employ a 
project worker and the aim of the Centre was to be self-sustaining once established. The Centre 
commenced in 2004 with the capacity for 15 full-time places, in 2005 extended to 43 full-time 
childcare places and in 2008 are currently registered for 47 childcare places. 
 

 
The Child-Care Centre 
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                                Class of 2008 Young Parents Access Program  
 

 
 
 
 

Support 
 
YPAP supports parents and their families by offering a flexible program where young parents 
can complete their senior school education and gain access to tertiary education, further training 
or employment.  
 
Some services provided include: 

·  On-site childcare facilities - 47 registered places 
·  Government subsidised fees for Childcare (income 

assessed)                          
·  Intensive support by parent support workers 
·  Advocating on behalf of parents                          
·  Parenting groups 
·  Mentoring 
·  Maternal & Child Health Services visits 
·  Social & play activities 
·  Personal Development programs 
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Curriculum 
 
Corio Bay Senior College is a co-educational senior secondary college located in the northern 
suburbs of Geelong. The College has 350 students in years 11 and 12, including a number of 
mature aged students. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Parent students in class. 

 
Corio Bay Senior College is committed to providing individual managed pathways for all 
students continuing their post compulsory education. Students are able to choose courses to meet 
their individual needs, including industry pathways. This may involve the Victorian Certificate 
of Education (VCE), Certificate 1, 11 and 111 credentials through a number of Vocational 
Educational Training (VET) courses, the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL), 
School Based New Apprenticeships, Information Technology certificates such as Aries A+ 
Computer Technician Certificate and CISCO Networking Academy Program and Enterprise 
Education. 
As a Registered Training Organisation (RTO) the college is able to deliver nationally recognised 
vocational courses for ten VET Certificates. 
  

·  VCE at Corio Bay 
The Victorian Certificate of Education is the most recognised certificate for a pathway 
into University, TAFE or employment.  
 

·  VCAL at Corio Bay  
The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning is aimed at students who are interested in 
taking a direct pathway into employment, apprenticeships and traineeships, and to further 
studies at TAFE. The college delivers Foundation, Intermediate and senior VCAL 
certificates including Integrated Building and Automotive. 
 

·  VET at Corio Bay 
Vocational Education and Training prepares students in specific industry areas that relate 
directly to the requirements of that work place. 
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Childcare Centre 
 

Corio Bay Senior College Childcare Centre provides a caring, happy and safe environment, 
catering for children’s individuality, developmental growth and self-esteem. The Centre believes 
that all children are equal and have the right to be treated with dignity and respect at all times.  
The Centre is managed by a Committee of Management and is part of a vision of the CBSC 
which is focused on providing facilities and incentives for young parents to return to study. The 
Centre is registered with The Department of Human Services and operates under all current 
regulations.  All staff are committed to providing the highest quality care for the children and 
undertake ongoing relevant courses and training to enhance their skills and abilities. 
 

                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Childcare Fee Assistance  
 
Student parents are able to apply for a CentreLink childcare rebate to offset the cost of childcare 
fees.  This rebate is income assessed and the rebate varies according to individual income.  In 
addition students who have children in the childcare centre who are recipients of parenting 
payment, may be eligible for Jobs Education and Training (JET) funding. This Childcare rebate 
makes childcare more affordable for young parents. 
  
Hours of Operation 
 
Corio Bay Senior College   8.55am – 3pm 
  
Supervised homework/study 
Sessions twice a week   3pm – 4.15pm 
 
Corio Bay Senior College 
Child Care Centre    8am - 6pm 
      
 Location 
 
Corio Bay Senior College is situated in an established  
suburban area in Corio, about a five minute walk from  
Corio Village Shopping Centre and only around 11 kms 
from the centre of Geelong.  
School Address: Goldsworthy Road  

   Corio Victoria 3214  
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The YPAP has helped me so so much. The support and encouragement has been overwhelming. 
Without support from staff members and especially Lorraine, I don’t think I would have had the 
guts to come back to school. Not only have I been helped out with returning to school and 
getting my books together, but I have also been given accommodation while I’m studying. 
Supplying my son with a stable environment and proving to myself that I can return to school 
has meant so much to me and also, my parents. Im finding myself to be a lot happier and more 
confident in things that I do. None of this would have been possible without the help and 
encouragement of the YPAP.  
                                                                                Vikki. 
 
 
YPAP has been my saviour. Since I started I have become more confident. I now feel like I have 
a real chance to change my life and my children’s lives for the better. I have new friends and I 
have never had so much support. Life is great. 
                                                                                Kaley  
 
 
As a dad and being in a relationship the YPAP has been fantastic. It’s allowed me to complete 
my VCE and start to figure out where I want to go afterwards. It’s also made it possible for my 
fiancé to be getting top marks in her classes and a good chance at uni. There is always great 
support from the workers and we know our son is being looked after well, right next door. 
                                                                                Jake  
 

 
The Young Parents Access Program has helped me to return back to school by making it feel like 
a comfortable environment and allowing me to interact with other young parents who go through 
the same stuff by studying and looking after a child. It makes me feel comfortable that my child 
is on the same grounds as me. The teachers are very helpful and understanding. The program 
helps with everything, it’s not only good at helping me return back to school but it also involves 
my child by providing little extra curricular activities that I can do with my child. 
                                                                                 Krystal-Ann  
 
 
The Young Parent’s Access Program has allowed me to transition back into school easily, after 
not attending for so many years, having a child and being a mature aged student. The fact there is 
a child care centre on site keeps my worrying about my son to a minimum. 
                                                                                 Erin  
          
 
The Young Parents Access Program has helped me deal with the stress of being a first-time mum 
and a full-time student. They are there with advice and are always ready to assist me in any way I 
need. From ways to settle a colicky baby, teething problems, temper tantrums in a one year old, 
to lending literature on ADD and ADHD and toilet training. 
                                                                                 Summer  


